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Ottoman Power, offering himself as a providential
instrument for the accomplishment of its destruc-
tion. By the expulsion of the Grolden Horde he
likewise pretended to the inheritance of the Tartars
in the East; and under his successor we find com-
munications opened with India and China. On the
fall of Constantinople he gathered in the remnants
of that State, and pretended to the headship, for
Russia, of the Christians of the East, presenting her
to them as their future deliverer.

Under his successor, Ivan the Fourth, great
strides were made in the same direction. He ex-
tended the limits of Russia by the capture of Astra-
tan and the subjugation of the Nogai Tartars. He
finally extinguished the rights of the free cities,
sacking the last of them, Pskof. He reduced the
nobles to the lowest condition of servitude, and in his
reign, appropriately designated one of terror, every
vestige of internal independence was swept away.

Under Theodore, the deposed Patriarch of Con-
stantinople, Jeremiah came to Moscow. He lent
himself to an inauguration of the Patriarch of Mos-
cow, and declared his independence of that of Con-
stantinople. This occurred in 1588. Jeremiah re-
ceived a large sum of money for this service.

Peter having left this Patriarchate vacant (as, of
course, to the Czars belonged the filling up of an